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the proposals of a Government thai was
admittedly kept in power by the Labour
party. In view of that faet, they may
speculate as to what this Labour Gov-
ernment may propose for Western Aus-
tralia. I am prepared now to leave in
their hands the destiny of the finances
believing that a fair deal will be given
to Western Australia ; and if it eomes
to Unification or Federal rule I consider
we shall be better governed by that same
party than by the present State Govern-
ment.

On motion hy Mr. Ware debate ad-

journed.

House adjourned at 10.10 p.m.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair af
430 p.m., and read prayers,

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Colonial Secretary: 1, ‘‘Elee-
fural Aet, 1907.7"—Rules of the Court
of Dispuled Returns. 2, Report of the
Chief Harbour Master for year ended
30th June, 1908. 3, ‘‘Roads Act, 1902.”
—By-laws of the following Road
Boards: (a) Toodyay; (b) Melville; (e}
Ashburton; (d) Upper Gaseoyne. 4,
Goldfields Water Supply.—Balance Sheet
for year ended 30th June, 1908. 3, Gov-
ernment  Savings  Bank.—Report for
1608, G, ““Audit Aet, 1904.7°——(a)
Orders in Couneil noder Seetion 35: (D)
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Corouation Pichure.
Amendments to Regulations. 7, Lands
Depariment.—Report for 1907-8. 8,

Government  Savings  Bank.—Aunual
Balanee Sheet, ete., for 1908. 9, Report
of the Buperintendent of Public Chari-
ties and Inspector of Industrial and Re-
formaiory Sechools for 1907. 1¢, Land
Titles Department—Report for 1907-8.

CORONATION PICTURE, A GIFT.

The PRESIDENT (Hon. H. Briggs):
On the opening day of the session Sir
Edward Stone, the Lieutenant Governor,
expressed a desire to present an histori-
cal engraving te the Council, and I
ventured to promise on your behalf a
thankfol aceeptance of sueh a generons
gift. Your pleasure will be inereased
when you hear from Sir Edward’s letter
the interesting and kindly feelings which
prompted his graceful act.

Perth, 16th November, 1908.

My dear Mr. President,—I have
mueh pleasure in presenting {o the
Legislative Couneil a subseription
print etching of the Coronation of
H.M. King Edward VIL, after the
Siate picture painted by Edwin A.
Abbey, R.A. Tt is particularly grati-
fving to me to be able to do this. in
view of my association with the old
Council as Clerk, and afterwards ns a
ngminee member, Believe me, sincere-
Iy yours, (signed) E. A. STONE,

The Hon. H. Briggs, President Leg-

islative Couneil.

The COLOXNIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
J. D. Connolly): I may be permitted on
behalf of this House to express our
thanks to the' Lieutenant Governor fo.
the handsome gift of the historical pie-
ture, and I have mueh pleasure in mov.
ing that the President be requested to
write to the Lieutenant Governor express-
ing the thanks of this House for the
gift of the picture representing the Cor
onation of His Majesty, Kine Edwav
VIT.

Hon, 0. RAXDELL (Metropolifan) -
T have mueh pleasere in seconding the
mation, It comes with peculiar pleasure
for me to bhe able to do this, in view
of my old assoeiations with His Exeel-
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leney. and I am very pleased he has
thonght it desirable to present this bean-
tiful engraving te be placed among the
archives, if I may use the expression,
of this honourable Hoase. 1 am quite
sure members wiil appreciate the hand-
some gift. It will remain 1n this House
for a great number of vears, for hun-
dreds of years T hope, on exhibition for
those who care to see it. I join heartily
with the expression of thanks to the
lieutenant Governor for the handsome
present he has made to this House.

Motion put and passed.

QUESTION — TRANSCONTINENTAL
RAILWAY, PROSPECTING ALONG
ROUTE.

Hon. J. W, KIRWAN asked the Col-
ontal Seeretary: 1, Are the Government
aware that with the object of obtaining
information regarding the mineralised
eountry in the area affected by the pro-
posed Transcontinental railway between
Port Augusta and Kalgoorlie, the Souih
Australian  Government have sent a
party of prospectors, equipped for a
twelve months’ absence, and under the
leadership of Mr. R. W. Hutton, fto
thoroughly search the country for gold
and other metals on both sides along
the route which is being surveyed from
Tarcoola to the Western Australian bor-
der. 2, What aetion, if any, is being
taken by the Western Australian Gov-
ernment to prospect the country in the
neighbonrhoad of the rounfe that is being

surveyed within the Western Australian

horder?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY re-
plied: 1, Yes. 2, A member of the Geo-
logical staff has been sent to thoroughly
examine the eountry on hoth sides of
the proposed railway route. On receipt
of his report consideration will be given
to the question of assisting prospecting
parties or of taking other steps to pros-
pect the country in question. Mr. F.
Hann, who was also sent out to follow
a course parallel and to the North of
the proposed route of the railway, has
returned, and his report will be made
available.
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COMMITTEES FOR THE SESSION.

On motions by ke Colonial Secretary,
Sessional Committees were appointed as
follow :—

Printing Committee.— The President,
Hon. G. Randell, and the mover.

Standing Orders Commitiee.—The Pre-
sident, the Chairman of Comnittees, Hon.
M. L. Moss, Hon. G. Randell, and the
mnver.

Library Committee. — The President,
Hon. W. Kingsmill, and Hon. Dr. Hae-
kett.

House Committee.— The President, Hon.
R. F. Sholl, Hon. R. D. McKenzie, Hon,
C. Summers, and Hon. A. G. Jenkins.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Second Day.

Debate resumed from the opening day,
10th November,

Hen, J. W. LANGSFORD (Metro-
politan-Suburban) : T desire to follow
the excellent lead ‘of the mover and
seconder of the motion before the
House, and to be brief in any remarks
I have to make. In the frst place I
should like to congratulate the Govera-
ment on having filled up the usnal two
Pages in regard to the Governor’s Ad-
dress. There seems to he a good deal
of matter that is very important in it,
but nevertheless T think some strenuous
efforts must have heen used in order to
fill up these eustomary two pages, more
especially in view of the fact that it s
proposed that Parliament shall rise before
the Christmas holidays. I think some
criticism should be passed on the man-
ner in which the Govertment called
Parliament together within four or five
weeks of the closing Yyear, and with such
a4 programme as we have here. (on-
sidering these things some time should
have been given to Parliament to discuss
the measures, that is, if it is intended to
bring before this Chamber the Bills in.
diezted in the Speech. There are Bills
here which need very serious considera-
tion, and probably some of them will be
held over and numbered among the
“slaughtered innoeents” at the close of
the session. The Hon., Mr. Moss has re-
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ferred to the breakdown in the Electoral
Act at the last election in econnection
with ¢ne or two very important details.
I do not wish to refer to that at any
length, or to say move than this; that
the ecriticisms which are being passed
elsewhere upon the administration of
justice and the wrong motives attri-
buted to the Judges who st on our
benches are scandalous in the extreme.
There is, T presume, a proper mode of
showing our want of econfidence, if there
is such, in our bench of Judges, but to
bring chavges and to make insinnations
which eannot be replied to, is5, I think
a most cowardly action, especially com-
ing from those who should set a better
example, and who have pledged them-
selves to  maintain the peace of the
community. I, too, think there is a weak-
ness in the Electoral Aet, becanse most
people ave under the impression that
when their names are on the electoral
lists and have passed the revision court,
they are entitled to vote. If we have
no finality in vegard to the decision con-
cerning the eligibility of a man to vote,
the result is most disappointing. The
boom which iz taking place in land set-
tlement is very gratifying. We may
fairly term it settlement of an abnormal
character. We do not know how long it
is going to continue, and probably when
some of those settled on the land bave
had longer experience, the number of
applicants for land will ease off some-
what.

Hon. ¢. A. Piesse: No.

Hon, J. W. LANGSFORD : I hope
there will not he very many disappoint-
ments. We must expeet a few, but the
fewer the better. It is gratifying how-
ever, to find that the numbers are now
keeping up and that the Government are
alive to the situation. e perhaps
hardly appreciate the find of phosphates
made the other day. I do not know
whether the discoverv is of very great
commercial value, for 1t has vet to he
tested by the Government Analyst. If
it is of value. then we have added an-
other goldfield to our resources in this
State. The find is greeted, T am sure.
with very great pleasure hy those mem-
bers representing the agrienltural dis-
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triets. The mining industry gives every
promise of becoming permanent. Such
is the feeling at Kalgoorlie, where all
the merchants are making huge for-
tunes, and generally, there is a feeling
of great confidence. There iz a large
number of men emploved at high wages,
being paid every fortnight, and this con-
tributes Lo the stability of the town and
the eonfidence in our goldfields and
mines. It is now clear that the goid is
going down to greater depths than was
hitherto expected. Another goed feature
is that loeal investprs in our mines are
beecoming more numerous. Those who
live and work bere are now taking up,
working and developing properties. Re-
ference is made in the Speech to the
harmonious relations between employers
and workers. This seems to be a mat-
ter which is always eoming up for con-
sideration, and 1 suppose that while
human natore is what it is, it will al-
ways be cropping up. We find a diffi-
culty in dealing with eeonomie condi-
tions by Statute law. We may modify
the conditions to some extent. We may
modify their harshness, but until there
15 a greater feeling of conscientiousness
among all elasses of the communiiy, we
shall not have that settlement which
most of us desire. While speaking of
the arbitration I should like to re-
fer to the attempt made by some mem-
bers of the Federal Parhameni to con-
trol the Arbitration Aets of the Stafes,
or rather to bring the industries of the
State under the eontrol of the Federal
Parliament. T think that is a matter
which each State should oppase to the
fullest exient. The eonditions of any
industry in Western Australia, or in
any of the States far distant from
the Commonwealth capital, cannot be
known to an Arbitration Court whieh
may sit in Melbourne or Sydney. We
know our own eonditions very muech
better than they could do, and we shonld
oppose any effort made by the Federal
authorities to get eomtrol of our Arbif-
ration Comrt, and io regulate our in-
dustries in regard to the hours of work
and wages paid. The Speech refers to
the endeavour which has been made to
keep expenditure within just and rea-
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sonahle bounds. There arve cone or two
works upon which I think there has
been a waste of money and of these two
occur to me now : more may be thought
of by other members. The fitst is in
connection with the reclamation works
in Perth water. There has been a great
waste of monev there.  One week the
shell was taken up and dumped into a
certain place and a wall was made; the
next week that same shell was taken ap
again and dumped somewhere else.
Surely those who control these matters,
our professional men, should avoid ex-
travagance, waste and wrong expendi-
ture of that kind. Then we have an in-
stance referred to in the report of the
Harbour Trust at Fremantle in velation
to a vast sum of money—I think some
£20,000—which has been absoluiely
wasted on eapstans and electrie eranes.
Wherever the responsibility lies, it
should be sheeted home to the individual,
and the Government should bave no
place on their professional staff for the
man who makes mistakes of that kind.
Especially in these days when we are
endeavouring to study economy we can-
not afford practically to throw £20,000
mto the river.

Hon., G. Randell: Where did you get
yvour information from %

Hon. J. W, LANGSFORD : From the
report of the Harbouwr Trust published
some little time ago. I hope the infor-
mation is eorrect, for I do not like to
make any wrong charges. These two
are instances that occur te me on the
spur of the moment. The resolutions
passed at the Premiers’ Conference in
Melbourne are fo be submitted to us for
onr confirmation. I.do not know what
they are, but 1 think that the wrong
term has been used in the Speech in
referring to them, for it would have
been better to say that these resolutions
would be submitied for our considera-
tion. Parliament does not assemble
merely for the purpose of passing what
a Premiers’ meeting decides upon. If
ihe decisions eomnmend themselves to our
judgneni ihen we could confirm them,
bur the decisicns are herve in the first
place for eur eonszideration. The Fed-
eral outlonk is perhaps the most import-
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ant question, as far as this State is con-
cerned, at the present moment, and it
will be so for the next few years. We
know that the ambitions of Federal
legislators are growing. Mogst of the
members have been members of State
Parliaments and aecustomed to control
the expenditure of large sums of loan
money, and large sums of revenue money
as well, Now theyv are finding they are
restricted in their expenditure owing
to the operation of the Braddon Clause.
At the end of 1910 that elause will cease
to operate, that is if the Federal Par-
liament so decide. We know very well
that a big attempt will be made by the
Federal Parliament to obtain, not only
the one-fourth which they eontiol al-
ready. but also the three-fourths which up
ta the present has been coming back to the
State. Up to now they have not adopted
any loan poliey. I do nat know whether
they intend to do so in the future, but per-
haps with the advent of the Labour Gov-
ernment they will do so. We know of the
huge expenditure which the Federal Par-
liament will have to face during the next
few years. I think there is to be the sum
of £1,750,000 for 0ld Age Pensions, and
a huge sum for defence purposes. Ex-
perts say it will take two millon pounds
to bring the Telegraph and Telephone
Departments right up to date, and how
the Federal Government are goiug to raise
this money if they do not go in for bor-
rowing, without making considerable in-
roads upon the three-fourths. I am unable
to say. Mayvbe the idea of some is to have
a Federal land tax. Up to the present we
have quite enough taxes without that
being added. I regret that no under-
standing has been arrived at between
the Federal Parliament and the States
in regard to immigrants. It is difficult
to see where the respective spheres of
the Commonwealth and the Siates he-
gin and end, the lands of the Siates all
being under the control of the State
Parliaments. The only way I can see
in which the Federal Government can
help is by a general system of adver-
tizsing and by assisted passages to im-
migrants ; and [ think the population
flowing into the Commenwealth from
outside will be the best advertisement
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we need seek for many years fo come.
To have our huge unoceupied territories
filled with enterprising people is the best
advertisement we ean look forward to
for many vears to cume. There is only
one other matter I wish to refer to, and
that is the blundering of the Govern-
ment—I think it has blundered—over
the Early Closing Aef, the Saturday
half-holiday, and for the information of
country members who may not have
quite followed the procedure in Perth
I would just like to say what the situa-
tion is, and if I say what is wrong Mr.
Connolly will correct me. It seems that
15 months ago a petition was presented
to the Government, signed, in the first
place, by a majority of the Perth shop-
keepers, asking that the Saturday half-
holiday might be made compulsory. In
answer to a deputation which waited
upon the Premier, he stated that he
could not agree to it, but that any altera-
tion whieb should take place must em-
brace the whole of the metropolitan dis-
triets, that is from Midland Junction to
Fremantle. The majority of the shop-
keepers signed a petition in favour of
the Saturday half-holiday and a pro-
elamation was issued by the Governor.

The Coloniul Secretary: When did the
Premier say that ?

Hon. J. W. LANGSFORD: To a depu-
tation ; it was reported in the Waest
Australian of the 6th July, 1907.  The
deputation was from =all the distriets,
and that was the answer which the Pre-
mier gave. I anticipated that question
being asked so I had the date ready.

Hon. W. Kingsmill : This looks like
collusion.

Hon. J. W. LANGSFORD: BSubse-
quently to that the half-holiday was in-
stituted, and the depression which is
existing in Perth to-day in some depart-
ments, some people say, is attributable
to the Saturday half-heliday, but I do
not know that the evidence can be pro-
duced thai will support that statement.
If it is so the people ave siill here, or
a majority of them. A great many have
gone on the land. Many gentlemen who
live 1 our suburbs have taken up land
and are not spending so wuch in the
City and suburbs as they did previously.
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The Satwrday half-holiday has doene
that. I koow of three gentlemen who
have left the suburb in which I live who
generally spent £30 a week in the City
and suburbs in the up-keep of their
houses. The people must shop as much
to-day as ever they did. I do not know
that the general comfort and general
welfare of the people have diminished
in any degree. That Perth people should
be disinelined to give np any of their
business if they know that the suburbs
were prospering I think is a most selfish
poliey to pursue, but no one wants to
injure the business of Perth at all. This
Saturday half-holiday continued forr a
space of about—well, it is continuing to-
day. A subsequent petition was pre-
sented to the Governor sighed by a
majority of the Perth shopkeepers, and
a preoclamation, or a by-law, has been
issued stating that from the 1st Decem-
ber the holiday will be optional with the
shopkeepers. In the first instance the
proclamation was made to apply to the
whole of the metrepolitan area, but this
last petition is confined to Perth. In
seli-defence the other suburbs and Fre-
mantle will have to petition for a stmi-
jar privilege. I understand at Fre-
mantle a petition is being prepared for
presentation to the Government. I
think, in the cireumstances it would
have been much better, seeing that Par-
liament is to be asked to deal with the
question—it is mentioned in the Gover-
nor’s Speech—it would have been better
if the present arrangements had heen
allowed to continue until Parliament had
decided the course to be followed. Just
al  present nobody seems tfo kaow
what is the ecorreet thing; the shop-
keepers do not know, the public do not
know, and the employees do not know.
In the interests of Perth it would have
been better bad no subsequent proclama-
tion been issued, and as it has been de-
cided that Parliament shall deal with
the question Parliament should deal
with it as it stood.

The Colonial Seeretary: (Interjected.)

Hon. J. W. LANGSFORD: Why was
not the Aet administered in the first in-
stance when the Government asked for
a petition from the whole metropolitan
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area. and now the shopkeepers of Terth
—1I will not say are right in their atti-
tude, for thev can petition—but the
shopowners of the Perth distiiet to my
mind are gnite justified in petitioning.
We were given to understand that any
subsequent pefition that was to he pre-
sented would cover the same area as the
previous petition eovered. The legal ad-
visers seem to differ on the constitu-
tional aspeet of this subsequent procla-
mation hy the Government. No doubt
they have very earnestly considered the
question, and my friend, Mr, Connolly,
has my deep sympathy, and had my
deep sympathy, in the very awkward
positions which he has had to deal with
right through the year. I think it would
have been much better if the matter had
been left over so that Parliament eould
have dealt with the question. The out-
look of the State, I think, needs very
grave canfton, Some people tell us we
have not vet reached'the fullest degree
of depression we are likely to have, but
T prefer fo look at the matter from the
cheery and optimistic side, and to hope,
af any rate. thai we shall he judicious
in all our legislation and wise in our ad-
ministration, and then I think we shall
he able to pull through, and make the
State a veal good one to live in.

Hon. C. A. PIESSE (South-East): I
did not intend to speak at this early
stage, and I should not have dene so
were it not for the fact that two notes
of alarm have been struck by two mem-
bers who have speoken, and it is these
two notes of alarm that I desire to
check, at this early stage. One remark
was made by Mr. Moss, who stated in
his speech in reference to the Agrienl-
tural Bank—his words which appeared
in print were—

‘* The figures of the Agrieultural
Bank were in the neighbourhood of a
million pounds, and he was sure that
unless the greatest care and super-
vision were exercised the country
would be landed with a great number
of unprofitable securities.”’

T take it the hon. gentleman did not
mean to cast any reflection on the pre-
sent manager of the Agricultural Bank,
but he has done so, and there is no justi-
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fication in lhe member saying what le
did, and any rveflections were entively
unwarranted. The securities that have
been obtained by thai bank against the
money they Lave lent are second to
none in the State. I only regret that
niove money has not been loaned out on
the conntry lands of the State. I have
no hesitation in saying that Perth would
not have reached the stage it now has
if it had not been for two things; one
is the mining of the State, and the other,
the more important of the two, the de-
velopment in the agricultural distriets.
We find instead of encouraging the
spending of money, members who ought
to know better, rvefer to this paltey—I
repeat the word, paltry—three-quarters
of a million of money which has heen
lent to people in the country, as compared
tu the millions which are necessary io de-
velop this country, and the large amount
of money already spent by the people on
the land themselves. On the 14 million
acres already alienated, or in process of
alienation, the owners will have to spend
at least 14 willions of money. Those who
are trving to develop the land will, at |
least. we can say, spend £1 per acre on the
land within a given period. otherwise the
land will remain nnprofitable to the owner.
T think, instead of Mr. Moss Lhrowing
cold waier on the actions of the Agricul-
lural Bank he zhould have made some in-
quiries before speaking on a subject that
he eannot possibly know mueh about. It
would have been just as well for the hon.
member to look inte the matter hefore
making any observations and trying to
influence our lending institutions not to
loan money more fully on country pro-
perties. Only to-day an instance came to
my knowledge, wlere a man with a splen-
did hoelding desired the advance of a few
pounds. He was quite without the bounds
ol the Agricaltural Bank, and he did not
wish to go to one of the money-lending
institutions, one of the banks. He had
heard and read in many ways of firms in
this City, and of lawyers and others who
had money to lend. He called upon one
of these firms and gave the details of his
security, and then he was coolly informed
that they never lent money ountside the
City of Perth. This is not the first time
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that sueh an instance has come to my
knowledge. Hundreds of times this has
happened, and it is a source of regret that
preople will continue to lock up their money
in the City whereas without the country
the City wonld not be worth mueh. On
this ocension 1 wish to draw the attention
of the banks and to wmembers who are
advisers of money institutions—I know
there are some in the Honse—to the need
that exists for giving settlers who go (o
institutions for movey longer terms, and
if possible easier conditions in the way of
interest, but if that is not possible give
them, at least, a longer time. Many of
the institutions in this City have lent agri-
enlturists money, and at the end of 12
months the institutions have insisted on
some of the principal being paid off.
Sulffielent time is not given to the agricul-
turist, he should not be asked to pay bhaek
some of the principal. If the security is
gond enough for one year, and a man pays
the interest, why is it not good enough for
jive years, or six years, or even seven or
eight vears. Why should not the man on
the land be imade to feel he is a little eom-
fortable so long as he is improving his
property and paying the interest, so that
he need not fear. Everyone knows that
the farmer is making headway every year;
his property is so much better on the 3lst
day of December as compared with the
previous first of January. In each year
it continues to improve; it improves by
oceupalion alone, as everyone knows; and
it seems to me utterly ridieulous to think
that the banking institutions in this State
will ingisl on the hard-and-Last rule of
having portion of the prineipal paid back
in the first year while they are content to
grive advances on the same security. Some
provision shonld he made by these institu-
tions, or at any rate an institution
should be started that will lay it-
self out specially for this purpose ; and
it would be the better way, becanse the
security is good enongh for anything. Tf
it is not good enough, then there are no
seeurities in this State. As long as the
money is lent wisely and on similar lines

to these adopted by the Agrieultural Bank,

namely, that the improvements are to be
performed, the institutions cannot go
wrong; and as long as the people pay the
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interest it is all that should be required
of them in the first four or five years.
The settlers are improving their land of
course, though I am not too satisfied with
the development that has taken place,
great as it is, becanse 1 know that ibe
people could do twice as much, that is, if
they go about it with wisdom. Nine out
of ten have to earn the capital before they
ean go in for any expenditure on their
land; but we find that these institutions
prefer to lend their money in the town as
against the country. Tt would be hetter
for Perth to-day if half (he money put
info it had been spent in the development
of the country. 1 do not say that it
should all be put inte the country, buf I
say the conntry should be treated fairly,
and these insfitutions skould lend !heir
money to those wlo are developing the
eountry, provided the secnrity is good, as
freely as they do in the town. T referved
to this maiter at a public gathering in the
Palace Hotel on one oceasion, and 1 was
told by a banker I was altogether wrong.
He said these people did get good terins
and that they were not asked to pay hack
within the 12 months, but T have proved
that he i= wrong; from the day the money
15 lent to them these people are worried
to pay off poriion of the prineipal. T am
repeating myself, but I want to say again
that if it is good enongh to lend the money
for 12 months, provided the develop-
ment goes on, it is good enough to lend it
for three, four or five years. Make the
borrower feel that he has not to repay the
principal and so give him a chance to de-
velop the country. Mr. Langsford slruck
the other note of alarm. 1 do not know
whether he has been into the comntry
lately, or whether he has conversed with
any of the settlers, or whether he knows
instances where settlers are discontented.
I do not know of any. The hon. member
has cast a doubt as to whether these men
will eontinue to reside on the land after
a given period or whether the settlement
will eontinne, but I have no hesitation in
saying that the settlement will continue as
long as we have land available, and those
who know the huge area we have available
will agree with me that it will he a long -
time hefore we have no land available.
From Esperance to Northampton there
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is land suwitable for agrieulture, and
particularly for mixed farming., =0 thag
we need have no fear ihat there will be
any talling off in the way of land settle-
ment for many years to come, and it iz a
nice problem when we will reach that
state of afiairs at the rate of progresz we
have made. No one disputes the fact
that there are [ifty million acres avail-
able : there are probably sixty mil-
lion or more to dispose of in
the South-West of the State, the best
part of the Siate so far as the climate
is econcerned. and yet only 14 illion
acres have been disposed of during near-
Iy eighty vears. It is a sun to work
out as to how long we will take tn dis-
pose of the balanee if we do not go on
any faster than we have done. There
need be no fear as to the land not being
fortheoming, and as one who has Jived
among settlers and whose experience ex-
tends far and wide both Hast and West,
T have no hesitation in saying that the
settlers when they use iheir opportuni-
ties in a wise manner are satisfied with
their prospeets. and have no idea of
throwing up the sponge. T trust that
all references to land settlement will
be of a hopeful nature. Certainly we
have our sethacks, Only a shorl time
ago we were told that our erops were
going to be a failure, hui those who
knew the country knew differently. As
a matter of fact the erops are very
promising, but because theyx were nof
so gond there were some who were pre-
pared to paint a dismal picture and
blazon it forth. Culortunately. the man
who tells a dismal tale has most eve-
dence given to him. If the Ctovernment
contemplate alttering the [and Regula-
tions in any wayx I trust they will make
arrangenients to give longer terms to sett-
lgrs who go hevand a reasonable distance
from the railway, say bevond 16 ta 18
miles from a railway line. T know
settlers whn have gone out 95 miles east
of Wagin, Men like this are deserving
of every consideration, and- provided
they pay their first instalments and sur-
vev fees thexr should be exempt from
paving any further instalments for four
or five vears. We would not let them
off altogether, we would make them pay
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in the end, but we would give them time
to utilise and develop what is al present
practically useless counfry to us. [ sug-
gest that the gift of homestead farms
of 160 acres should be done away with,
and that we should in preference give
ihese peaple an exemption for three
vears provided they pay the first
instalmentz and survey fees by way of
gzood faith. Something should be done
for those seltlers who go so far inland.
Pineky fellows they arve. There is one
man who has left his wife and children
and gone out 93 miles east of the Great
Southern Railway in order to make a
home for them. We should do some-
thing for this man. We collect his wheel
tax and his dog tax and his eonfounded
land tax if he exceeds a certain area,
and all these other taxes: then let him
bhe free fur the first few years. We
should rather pat him on the back and
say ‘“Go ahead, old fellow. In time we
shall eolleet from you, but for fwo or
three years we will give yom a chance
to make progress.”’ I may be accused
of speaking for myvself on this matter,
but il is necessary to do it. How many
long vears wounld we have waited had
we not spoken for ourseives? 1 speak
on behalf of those who give up their
social fies and go right out into the
country. Tt is a shame that we should
make the econditions as severe on these
men as on those who live five miles from
a railway. We should give them special
concessions (o enable them to go to the
outlving localities. That is my view of
the question. Now T want to toueh very
briefly on the difficalty of getting the
product of the land to the consumer.
Particularly do I rvefer to fruit, and I
am going to mention a personal matter
in wrder to emphasise what I have to
sav. 1 have several ehildren at sehool
in Perth. and if 1 derire to send them
Eruit. as 1 have done vear afier year,
season after scasom, so rthat they may
distribute it among their schoolmates
or friends. the cost is enormouns. Ik
1 a downright shame that it should
cost so much to send small lots of fruit
to the eonsumer in the City. Tt iz far
beiter for me to send a cheyue to my
boxvs and tell them to buv the fruit in
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Perth. 1t is just about time we had
some easy condition whereby the con-
sumer of fruit can be brought into touch
with the grower. The Honorary Minis-
ter in charge of the Agrienltural Depart-
ment referred to this matter recently,
and I trust be will not allow it to rest.
It is nonsense that a ease of fruit worth
4s. should cost about three Limes that
amount by the time it reaches Perth. Our
railways are there to give faeilities to
the people and to give easy transit, but
in the eountry districts if we want any-
thing urgently we have to pay speecial
rates to gel it by passenger train, other-
wise we are never sure that we will
pet an artiele within five, six, or seven
davs of its despatch, becanse the goods
are stuek up semewhere on the road or
something else happens. TUnder the old
system we got things inte the country
better, that i3 unless we pay the exira
rate to get goods despatched by passen-
ger train. Certainly such a state of
affairs is not eonducive to the develop-
ment of the eountry. I do not wish to
hamper those who are working the rail-
wavs, but thev should consider the eon-
venience of the people.  No doubt the
enormous profit the railways show has
come aboni from our moneved friends
in the first place. and in the second
place from our agrienlturists—in faet
it is almost a dead tie. The producers
should be considered, and when the pro-
ducers are being considered the con-
sumers are also being considered. We
must have a different state of affairs
for the transport of these goods from
the producer and from the ports inland,
I know from my experience that it is
not much good referring to these matters
on sueh an oceasion as this ;. it seems
a flash in the pan and it dies; but I
trust that something will be done in this
matter and that the producers will have
some velief. Mr. Langsford, if he had
followed the papers, would know ihat
there have heen proper lests made in
regard to the discovery of phosphates,
and there is not the slightest doubt thesze
discoveries are of commercial value. The
hon. member shakes his head, but I have
nn reason to dishelieve the stalement
made by the Government officer respan-
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sible for the tests, and I have sulficient
faith in Western Australia to helieve
that what can be produced in any eoun-
try can be produced here. It is only
reasonable to suppose this, partieularly
in view of the statement of the respon-
sible officer, 3 man whose knowledge is
sich that we should believe him. For
my part I am preparved to believe thai
these deposits are as good as they are
said to be.

Hon. J. W. Langsford: There is noth-
ing in the Speech ahout them.

Hon. €. A. PIESSE: The hon, gentle-
man is complaining :ibout the Speecl.
He wants too much detail put in. T eon-
gratulate the Government npon these dis-
coveries, which are due to the energy
and the manner in whieh the officers
who represented the department went
about their work. These discoveries are
going to be of immense importance to
the State and probably greater even than
the goldfields. I do not wish for one
moment to detract from the value of the
goldfields and the importance of reeent
developments and discoveries, but we
know this important faet, that the dis-
covery of phosphates will be of great
value to the agricultural industry. I
should like to say a word or two abhout
the sinking fund. T do not want mem-
bers ta suppose that T want to see it done
away with altogether. The only thing
that eoncerns me at the present time is
that we ara taking away a quarter of a
million of the people’s money and plac-
ing it at interest in foreign countries atb
314 per eent. T am subjeet of cowrse to
correcltion there. Do you mean to tell
me that that money would not he better
in the pockets of our people developing
our couniry¥? Our railways will be of
much greater value later on than they
are to-day and yet we are breaking our
necks and breaking the hearts of our
people to put away this money for snch
ultimate purposes. It is not done any-
where else. There is absolutely no need
at all for this huge sinking fund. It is
a mill-stone arennd our neeks. Why not
ent it down to sav half what it is: that
would be enough.

The Colonial Secrelary :
break cxisting eoniraets.

We eannot
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Hou. C. A. PIESSE: I do not think
there is any need to continue to provide
such a huge amcunt. The assers as I
have already stated will be of greater
value when we have to rvepay our loans
than they are ro-day. I have kept the
House mueh longer than I intended, but 1
trust 1 have made myself understood a
little. I liave endeavoured to explain my-
self and put my views before members as
clearly as possible.

Hon. E. M. CLARKE (South-West):
I have o say in my first remarks on the
Address-in-Reply that we usually say
that the document is somewhat ecolour-
less. Sueh however is noi the ecase in
this instance. On the contrary, there
are any amount of subjects touched unp-
on. Dealing wifh the first cquestion,
agriculture, I do not think anyone will
say for a moment that while they may
have doubts about the permaneunce of
the goldfields, which were the first to
give the State a start and have since
kept it going, that they are of opinion
that fhe agvicultural industry is not or
will not be of considerable importance
to the State. I am pleased to find that
agriculture has gone ahead with such
leaps and bounds, and 1 am also ahso-
Intely satisfied that that condition of
affairs is going lo eontinne. As far as
agrienlture is concerned, T think we can
congratulate ourselves on the way 1t has
progressed. The amount of land that
has been taken up and the amount of
coltivatinn that has taken place proves
what the future of the industry will
be. While this is a vervy good
thing in its way, at the same time we
have to remember that it is not every-
body that is fitted to go on the land. We
have cases in poinl where men who have

been brought up to a certain sphere in’

life are not fitted for any other. I think
My, Piesse will admil it is not every
individual who is capable of going on
the lznd, even allowing that you made
him a present of the land. But at the
same time T say that the way in which
agrienlture in Western Australia is pro-
gressing is eminently satisfactory. Ag-
riculture is going to be one of our main-
stavs. It is with us now and it is here
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te stay, and it will remain after many
of us bhave been vemoved. With regard
to the mining industry I rejoice to hear
that the goldfields are far from being
worked out, and that there are important
developments at depth. The answer to
the question that was given to-day as
to what measures the Governneni in-
tend to take in regard to prospecting
along either side of the Transcontinental
ratlway is, I think it will he admilted,
a step in the ight direction. We eanuot
spend tno much money, consistent with
our revenue, in the development of the

Intning indnstey, for it kas and will -con-

tinue to provide a market for nearly
the whole of the produce that we can
supply to the people engaged iun ii. I
am pleased to find in the Governor’s
Speech the reference that the mining
and agriealtural industries have ad-
vuneed apace. We now come to anviher
of our primary industries: I refer to
iimber. In speaking of that we have
only to remember that it was only a few
vears agn when there were very few
timber mills in the State. At the pre-
sent time, however, it is unfortunate in
connection with this timber 1ndustry, as
it is in conneetion with mining, that it
suffers to some extenl becanse of the
uusatisfactory velations that appenr to
exist between the empioyers and the
emplovees. Stinkes to a greal exient
militate agninst the prosperity of a coun-
try, and it is generallv because of the
unsettled state of the labour mavket
fhat we are unable to ger the ecapital
iuvested in the country that we would
like to see. With regard to ile Arbi-
(ration Act, a cunny Seotchman would
have said when 1t was passed, ‘I hae
ma dools’® about’ its ultimate success.
Tiiis has been borne out by facts. The
Aet has been absolulely barren of good
resulis. It has amounted to this, that
in instances ‘where an award hos heen
viven against an emplover that award
tas been earried out to the letter, hut
in cases where the award has been given
against fhe emplovee such has not been
the case. Then if the award is given
against an emplovee and le does not
carry it out you canunol pumsh him. If
you de attelapl to pounish him you make
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a marty>r of him al onee. Thal is where
the Arbitralion Act has been a failuve.
We would like to know whether there
15 any pussibility of amending the Aet
in sueh a direetion that it will work more
successfully 1hon has hitiierto been the
case. I de not see any way out of the
diffienlty, but il seems (0 me up to the
present time we have had no beneficial
results from it. I am pleased to see
in the Governor's Speech that reference
is made fo some amendment. T shall
wait to see what that is, and if there
is any possibility of it being beneficial
io the community it shall have my hearty
support. Dealing again with the timber
industry, as I said before, within my
recollection there were no mills any-
where in this State. 1 am speaking of
when I was a young fellow. At the pre-
-gent time we see, where there onee was
nothing but silenee, hundreds of men
at work, but we shall also find that in
the very near future most of the for-
ests will have to a certain extent dis-
appeared. Hon. members must bear in
mind that javrah and karri take a life-
time to grow. The question arises
whether or not the Governmeni are {ak-
ing proper measures to conserve those
forests, becanse I think it wiil be ad-
mitted these hig timber areas ure being
cat out more and more every year.
There are trees there whicl are matured
aud whiek ean be cut, but there are
also trees which are maluring and whieh
also have been cut. Tk has heen asked
why should we strip these forests of
marketable timber and get nothing for
it? The answer comes that the timber
i& there, it is matured, it is fit for the
market, and the people engaged in the
industry will get full vaine for it. 1
think the only way of conserving the
fovest is by looking after the smaller
trees and secing that they are not cuf.
Ti is realiy up to the Government to see
that precautionary measures are adopted
to conserve the young forests, Refer-
ence has been made to the hanking in-
stitutions in this State. All that I can
say as a member of the Le@islative Conn-
eil is that I feel that is not my busi-
ness at the present time. We do not
control them in  any way, but
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we do eontrol the Agrieultural Bank,
T am with anyone who is for assisting
those who go on the land. My sympa-
thies go ont to the man who leaves every-
thing behind him and goes pioneering on
the land. I know what it means. They
have my sympathy every time. But while
I say the Governmment should assist them
and they do assist them, and bave as-
sisted them in all ressonable ways—at
the sawme time they must use the same
care that a private individual would if
he were lending money on laud like that.
When we consider the matter we
hear of certain men oceasionally who
have met with some difficulty in getting
an advance; but that T might describe
as an 4z parte statoment.  We have
heard the applieant complain that he
eonld not get the money, but we have
not leard the other side. We have not
hearel the bank’s version and the rveason
why le could not get the advance. I
wigh it to be clearly understoed that I
am with the operations of the Agrieul-
tural Bank every time. They have
worked wonders, and [ think they are

. woing to continue to do good work in the

future. When this institution was first
formed, the margin of profit an a ton of
ltay was about £4. How things have
changed. At the present fime that mar-
gin does not exeeed £1. Now if eaufion
were wianted when there was so large a
margin, ltow much more caution is re-
quired to-day when the wmargin has been
so vedueed ¢ Ti is oll very well to say,
lend the man the wmoney and do nat
tronble about the repayment. We have
ko bear in mind there are limuense areas
of land granted te the settler at a price.
What does it amount te after all? Sim-
ply Gd. per aere payable in 20 years,
wltich, panued suf, amounts to this much:

‘he pays five per eent. for 20 years and

the land is given him.

Hon. J. W. Hackett: 1t is really six
shillings an aere.

Hon. E. M. CLARKE: Yes, that is so
but the principal they never repay.
Therefore T say, when we come to con-
sider it the land laws are about as liberal
as they can be made, and backed up as
they are by the Agricultural Bank, T do
think that agriculture is getting ahout as
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much as reasonably can be expected. Not
that I would curtail it in the least; buf
1 would emphasise that caution is neces-
sary. When Mr. Paterson had tle sole
control of ithe institution and visited
every farm, and only on his recommenda-
tion advanced money, we were absolutely
safe. Bui since those days we have
vastly liberalised the conditions, and we
want now to see that caution is exercised
in every instance. Because une has to
ask if a settler through want of know-
ledge makes a failure of his project, what
has the bauk? For the land, you mnust
remember, really belongs to the Govern-
ment all the time. T helieve the officers
of the bank have done their duty and are
eompelent men; still I think the condi-
tions are just about as liberal as in all
conseience they ecan he expected to be.

Hon., F. Connor: What would yon
sugzest? He must have his stoek.

Hon. E. M, CLARKE: I say, exercise
caution. They dow’t lend money on stock
to any extent. The question suggested
to me is this, and I will answer it in this
way—Ilet every gentleman put the case to
himself, If it were his own private
money; if he were lending it, how would
le aet? Now in the Governor's Speech
there is a reference to harbour works. T
may be accused of parochialism when I
mention this, hut there is amongst other
things, amongst other of our primary in-
dustries, the eoaling indnstry. Now the
Governor’'s Speech does not say anything
abon( shipping coal, and in the province
I represent there happens to be the only
coal mines in Western Australia.

The Colonial Secretary: You had in-
creased facilities provided there lately.

ITou. E. M. CLLARKE: We have had a
lot done there. But T will say this much
that the Government know just as well

as I do that in the near future there
must he facilities for shipping coal al

Bunbury. T look upen thar as one of the
industries that ts going 1o make the
South-West. T hope the Government
wiil bear in mind the necessity for pro-
viding facilittes for shipping eoal at
Bunbury. I am interested in this coal
industry in more ways than one. for I
have been well aequainted with the
mines from their infaney, and T ean say
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that, up to the advent of the present
Government the objeet was to use as
little Collie eoal as possible. I say that
was decidedly wrong, and I say that that
conl has never had what it is justly en-
titled to. What is the price we should
have been paving for coal from-the other
States had if not been for the assistance
of Collie eoal ? 1 say the coal should
e credited with that. If fthe eoal
were 1o be run out—of which thank
goodness there is no prospeet—up would
go the price of the Bastern coal quick
and hvely, I say that Collie eoal should
get the credit of that. I am pleased to
tind that the Government are using a big
proportion of Collic coal at the present
time, and I Liope that in the near future
they will use nothing but Collie coal.
Reference has been made to the fruit in-
dustry, and as a froit grower T may say
T am enfirely in sympathy with the in-
dustry.  As fruit-growers we have diffi-
culties to contend wiih. One thing is
that the cost of transit of fruit is very
congsiderable in proportion to the value
of the fruit, Tt has been suggested
that we should bring the produeer and
consumer closer tougether. 1 have been
somewhal diffident about mentioning
that hitherto, becanse I made the remark
after 60 or 70 individuals had had the
run of my orchard, and they suggested
to me that that was the way to bring
the producer and consumer more in tunch
with one another. Fruit is like timber.
The value of it when you get it to the
market is not very great, and the cost of
transit is very heavy in preportion.
There is one direction in which the
Government might give us some little
ecasement on the carriage of fruit. Un-
der the existing system the charge is
made on the gross weight of the whole
package. By this means, for every 36
ths. of fruit one sends one is paying on
from 8 to 10 lbs. of dead weight: that
is the fruit case which is abselutely of
no value. It costs the grower 9d. to 10d
for each and every case, and when it
gets to the market that is the last of it.
The only indulgence the Government
could wive us is to charge on the net
wetght of the fruit and net on the ecase.
T¢ for every 36 lbs. of fruif we have
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to pay for 10lbs, of wood, that is a very
big percentage. Speaking of the fruit
industry, I venture to say that it is only
in its infavey. As a fruit-grower I do
not fear one serap. Fruit at the present
time is at a rather high price to the con-
sumer. Fifteen shillings a case is very
nice for the producer, but is rather
rough ou the man who has to consume
it. That diffieulty has to be overcome
in this way. When the price of fruit
eomes down the consumption will in-
crease fen-fold. That being so it will
not be so much what we can get on a
case, but what we get on o.v total eon-
tribution to the market. 1 have every
confidence in this industry, and I am
certain the Government wil' do all that
they can to assist us in the matter. The
question of peopling this State erops up
frequently. Men say, if we could get
the population here it would be all right.
But we must realise also that if we had
a hig population we eonld not get
the lot of them on fo the land or into the
mining industry ; we must have other
industries. How is it we have so few
industries in this State? The answer is,
the unfortunate step we made when we
joined the Federal compact. Many of
our industries-——where are they? Take
the tobaceo factory that was in  Fre-
manile. Where is it now? Tt is in the
Eastern States. That sort of thing
coupled with the conditions of labour in
this State has rvetarded the starting of
other indusfries in Western Australia.
There is another question, in regard to
the Kimberley district. I do not see
mueh in the Governor’s Speech ahout
the North. Siill, we have been hearing a
rood deal ahout the growing of meat and
the prospects of freezing works. What is
going to be the ouwicome of all this?
What, I might ask, is the best thing to
do with these great areas in Kimberley?
I feel sure that that place is eminently
suited for many purposes other than the
depasturing of stock. That being so,
would it not be possible to start ofher
industries up there? What is heing done
in vespect to the rubber industry% The
place is well suited for that and for
other industries, and T think the ques-
tion ought to bhe faced, and let us see
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what ean be done in thar direction.
There are only otie or two other little
things I want to speak ahout. For some
vears I have spoken iu this House on
the finanecial position of the State, and
I cannot he blamed if T express the
opinion that things are not looking too
bright. I am pleased to see that the
Government have realised the facts of
the case now. I say it is no use living
in a fool's paradise. The Lest thing we
ean do is to face the situagion. Many
financial people in the other States know
more about our finaneial position than
do a great many in Western Australia.
I amm pleased to find that the Govern-
ment tealise that they will have to
handle the finances of the State in a
very eautious manner. Ouly a few
vears ago we used to boast of our sur-
plus. Where is that surplus now? It
is a long long way on the other side of
the ledger. We are not going ahead. We
ave dvifting to a certain extent. Ithink
I am right in saying that last month
we went to the bad some £80.000.
I am sorry to hear that, and can only
assure the Giovernment that they have my
sympathy. 1 rejoice to find they have
spoken out, and have said definitely that
things are not what they shounld be. There
is a state of depression existing, and it
is for us as men and citizens to see if we
canpnot do something in thiz matter. It
iz no use for us to look to the Govern-
ment for everything. It is said that those
who help themselves are helped from
Above, and that prineiple we should take
to ourselves. The Government are to be
congratulated upon the candid way in
which they have mentioned the financial
position. We have to bear in mind that
the. Braddon Clause will at the end of
1910 cease to exist, and we shall no
longer reeeive back our pereentage from
the Commonwealth. We have allowed
the Federal Government to take away
most of our sources of revenue, and we
shall have to look around now and ask
ourselves what sources are left to us
other than those now in existence, such
as the mines, lands, etcetera. In the
future we shall not get one penny from
the Customs; we have had a deeision
from the High Court against us. If those
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whu agreed to enter into the Federal com-
pact had heen told at the time we joined
that within nine vears the Federal Gov-
ermmment would so consirue the Constitu-
tion Aet as to say that the Federal
Government eould take all the revenue
from customs and exeise, the idea would
have heen ridienled. At the time we
eniered Federation the whole financial
position was taken on trust. Person-
ally, T always like to deal with people
with whom I enter into an agreement on
hard business lines, in bhlack and white,
and then one knows where one is. The
understanding should have been put down
more elearly, and if it lind been we would
uot Be in our .present financial posi-
tion. Meuntion is made in the Speech
of the question of agrieultural railways.
Although it seems to be ahnost impos-
sible to open up country unless we have
those railways, the question to he decided
now is whether or not, considering the
existing state of affairs, it is wise to go
very much further, and whether it would
not be better to wait awhile and see how
the agricultural indostry develops. It
will be said that the industry cannot pro-
gress without railways, but it seems to
me we have to study the finanees and see
before we go any further how we shall
come out. A business man always looks
to see how his business will pan out in
the end and where he is likely to be
landed. Reference has been made to the
sinking fund, and it has been suggested
that we should not eontinue io pay that.
I disagree with thal absolutely. It is a
matter for ns to hoast of that we in this
State have a sinking fund in connection
with vur leans, whereas it does not exist
in the oilier Siates.

Hon. €. .1, Piess¢: On a point of or-
der. T was the only member who re-
ferred to ihe sinking fund, but I did not
say that the fund should no longer he
coniributed to.

The PRESIDENT : That is not a point
of order, it is an explanation.

Hon. C. A. Piesse: The hon. member
created the impression that T repudiated
the sinking fund prineiple. I Qid not
do that, but was only saying what a tax
it was on the people, and making sug-
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gestions as to what conrse the Govern-
ment inight see fit to adopt.

Hon, E. M. CLARKE: I am sorry if
I have in any way reflected on any mem-
ber. 1 sometimes geft warm on a gues-
tion like this, and especially as I, a busi-
ness man. feel that this sinking fund 1s
one thing upon which we can really eon-
gratulate owrselves. I is a eapital
scheme that the sinking fund should be
established, but ai Lhe same time if the
Governmen{ think it advisable to pay
only a portion of it, weil and good, Ve
must remember, however, that when the
money was borrowed it wag obtained un-
der certain ennditions, one being, so far
as [ understand, that there should be a
sinking fund of so much, which in a
given time would lignidate the debt. T
do not desire to reflect on any member,
and perhaps I was wrony in referring to
the question. However, if there has
been any misunderstanding T am sorry
for it. I always like 1o iransact busi-
ness in such a way that there cannot be
a dispute. I again say that the Govern-
ment are to be congratulated for placing
the financial position of the State so
elearly before the House, and for giving
us the keynote that things are nof so
eood as they would like ihem to he.

Hon, T. H, WILDING (East) : Being
one of those settlers on the land, and
having heard the remarks of members, I
can inform them that this has not been
a good vear in eonnection with agrieul-
ture. Unfortunately onr yield of hay
will not perhaps be (uile so good as it
was last year, perhaps not more than
two-thirds will be reaped, but I think
the wheat yield will be equal to that of
last season. All our crops last year were
well grown, but owing to the frosts we
found on going to reap that the results
were not so good as we had hoped. This
vear, although the crops are not so well
erown, they are well headed and full of
wheat. TWhen the machines go over the
ground I am sure we wili find we have
much better crops than roany antieipate.
This year has been an exceptionally bad
one for vs in the Eastern distriets for
feed: there is no doubt that some of us
will have to feed our stock this season.
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It is satisfaetory to know, however, that
this very seldom happens. Lately I
travelled through the South-Western
distriets as far as Pinjarra, and on look-
ing at the land I was rejoiced to see that
in that part of the State splendid feed
can be produced, even when we in the
Kastern distriets have a bad year. The
possibilities of the South-Western dis-
trict are verv great indeed, as anyone
who visits the country must rvealise.
When the timber is off the ground and
grass which has either been planted or
is natural comes up, magnificent feed is
provided, and there is no doubt about
the great future for the district. T de-
sire to congratulate the Gtovernment for
having endeavoured to find deposits of
manure, and to congratulate the ecnntry
upon the faet that those efforts have
been successful. 1 understand that the
deposits are very good indeed and that
the fertiliser is equal to the guano. If
that is so and the supply 15 in large
quantities. the results will be magnifi-
cent. Those of us who are on the land
fully realise what a cheap fertiliser
means in the production of cereals and
in eonneetion with the pastoral industry.
Being on the land and baving used Ler-
tilisers in eomnection with the growth of
grasses as well as of eereals, I lknow
what the land will preluee when so
treated. T we can get a cheap fertiliser
all our sand plains will be turned into
wheat fields. With the assistance of
ferfilisers in the past wn have obtained
eight or ten bushelg from the sand piains,
and with a fertiliser at 30s. a ton equal
in quality 1o gzuano, vevolutions in cereal
arowing in the Eastern distriets will fol-
low. No doubt the Government will eon-
vey the fertilizers to the various centres
as cheaply as possible, for they wmust
reahise that every ton of fertiliser they
take into the cereal districts will mean
that three, five, six, or eight fons of
wheat will snhsequently be refurned over
the railways. 'That heing so, it would he
a good policy on the part of the Govern-
ment to carry the phosphates at a purely
nominal charee. Reference haz been made
to the Agricultural Bank. We all know
what the bank has done in the past in con-
nection with the development of agricul-
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ture, and 1 do not think there is anything
in the world to fear so long as the money
is loaned judiciously and proper inspec-
tion exists. All in our district thoroughly
vealise what the bank has done for us. I
hope that in the future the Government
will be able te advanece even more than
they are doing now. Xo man in a cereal
distriet should have less than 640 aeres of
land, and I personally favour one thou-
sand acves. 1f the Government continue
to lend money, as I hope they will do,
they should lend it under certain condi-
tions, so that a man would he foreed to ex-
pend the money properly and in such a
way that the best possible results would be
obtained. 1 have had some experience in
connection with the manner in which
bank funds are spent. It is clear that
some selectors de not know muech about
farming, or how to spend their money in
a way to produce the hest results, as in
many cases improvements have been put
on the land which are really of no use
whatever. In one instance where I was
asked to go and pass work done by selee-
tors, I found that they had made in a
creek, dams of suech a kind that they
would be washed away at the first flood,
and that they had ereeted fences in a
wost eostly manner and in anything but
the best way for the proper ecutting up
of the property. If we are poing to
econtinue to lend the money there should
be proper inspection, and selectors should
he informed how money should bhe laid
out, and there ghounld be lines put down
on which they must work; the land should
as it were be farmed out for them. If
the selector has say 600 acres the inspec-
tor should see that it is properly
fenced, thati 200 acres are put under
erop, 200 in fallow and 200 used for
grazing purposes, | am sure that if the
money is lent on such principles as these
the results will he most satisfactory. If
this is done, should the land at any time
revert to the Goverhment. then they will
have a property well worth the money
expended on it. T am pleased to see that
the Government intend lo continune the
poliecy of building agrieultural railways,
because people were induced to go on the
land beheving that these railways would
be eonstructed. If the lines are not ex-
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tended to the localities where these set-
tler= are working hard to estahlish their
places the properiies cannot possibly be
made successtul. The settiers must have
means for getting their produce to mar-
ket. and this cannot be done without the
iron horse. 1 feel sure that the Govern-
ment will continue this poliey, and if
there is a stoppage the result will be that
settters will be driven off the land. This
would he most undesirable. I hope that
in the future the subsidies to roads hoards
will not be withdrawn, and more especi-
ally 10 those boavds in the new districts
where it is so necessary to build roads as
feeders to the yailways. Tn the past, in-
stead of taxing the lond it would have
been much better to withdraw the subsi-
dies to roads boards and wunicipalities,
and it such had been done the Govern-
ment would bhave saved a sum equal to
that which they are now raising by the
tax. If the people in the various centres
had been given an opportunity of taxing
themselves the money raised in sneh lo-
calities wonld have been spent there, and
1 am sorry the Government did not with-
draw the subsidies and give this oppor-
tunity to the people. Now, however. we
have the tax. and [ hope, seeing such is
the case, the subridies will not be with-
drawn from the roads boards. We are
likely to become a large exporting State
within a few vears. for we chall produce
a tremendous quantity of wheat, and, I
am sure, a great numher of lambs. It is
necessarv. however, that proper shipping
faeilities at the ports should be provided.
The (Government are endeavouring to dv
what they can. and I hope they will re-
ceive the encouragement they deserve. We
want to do all we possibly ean to bring
ahnat a large export {rade, for if we ex-
purt rhe large quantities of wheat and
Imnbhs which T know we can and will pro-
duce in the agricultural distriets, we shall
wet in return gold which will enable us to
further develop the industry.  Recently
one of our Northam farmers paid o visit
to Vietoria. Abount 13 vears ago he came
here from the Wimmera distriet and had
not heen haek since. On his return to
ihi: State after the visit he told me much
abunt the altered eondition of affairs

there. When he left the land was worth
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20s. or 23s, per acre, there were no de-
cent homes, ne decent fences, and no de-
cent econditions generally, but when he
returned he could hardly realise the al-
tered conditions whieh met him: there
were smiling homesteads, there was pros-
perity all round. and the femeing and
everything else was altl one could desire.
e asked how the altered conditions had
come ahout, and the veply was “freezing
works.and ereameries”’ e added that
the difference was dne more especially to
the former. Ile was told that lambs
whieh had previously been worth from
3s. la Hs. were now, owing to the freez-
ing works, worth from 12s. to 13s, and
that the land which was previously worth
238, per acre was now valued at £8, £10
or £12 per acre. If freezing works and
eveanieries have brought about such splen-
did conditions in that country surely we
should not he afraid to endeavour to es-
lablish them here. ¥We should do all we
can to bring this about, and I hepe that
in the near future we shall have freezing
works established in the hest centres. I
do not suggest that we should go ahead
too quickly. but let us establish one or
two and allow the business to gradually
work itself up.
On motion by
bate adjourned,
House udjourned at 6.2 pn.

Hon., E. McLarty de-
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m.. and read prayers.
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